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Warszawa, dnia 23.11.2016 r.          

	Celon Pharma S.A.'s innovative research and development project among the projects on inflammatory diseases to receive co-financing from the National Centre for Research and Development


The project entitled "Selective JAK inhibitor in treatment of immune diseases" received co-financing in the amount of PLN 21,712,490.32 under the Smart Growth Operational Programme 2014-2020.  
The aim of the project is preclinical evaluation and clinical development (phase I and IIa trials conducted on patients) of an innovative drug candidate developed by the company to be used in treatment of immune diseases. This is yet another project implemented by the Celon Pharma S.A. Research and Development Centre.
Jerzy Pieczykolan, PhD, Head of the Preclinical Research Department in Celon Pharma S.A: Excessive activation of the JAK/STAT pathway has been confirmed in immune diseases. In this case the role of the JAK kinases is based on the induction and maintenance of inflammation. That is why studies conducted in this field have proven that inhibiting JAK kinases can constitute an effective therapeutic pathway in a large range of indications, in oncology by way of inhibiting excessive cell growth and proliferation (such as e.g. an JAK2 inhibitor in myeloproliferative syndromes and leukemias), or immunology, by regulating the secretion of inflammatory cytokines (e.g. JAK1 inhibitor in chronic lung inflammation) and in transplantation due to an immunosuppressive effect (inhibition of JAK3 kinase). In our project we focus on clinical development of the drug candidate to be used in immune diseases. 
 Maciej Wieczorek, PHD, MD, CEO of Celon Pharma S.A.: There is a huge need for developing new drugs to be used in immune diseases which would be as effective as steroids, but with a lesser impact on the patient. JAK inhibitors are exactly such drugs: their effectiveness is high, in many indications comparable to that of steroids, and yet they are free of the side effects characteristic of steroids. Our JAK inhibitor may be one of the best molecules in its class. Immune diseases constitute both a very attractive business market and one of the most important therapeutic indications. Efforts to develop safe JAK inhibitors are made by European, American and Japanese companies. I am happy that we can join this race thanks to the funds obtained from the Smart Growth Operational Programme (POIR). 
The project received funding under the Smart Growth Operational Programme 2014-2020.  Subaction: Industrial research and development works carried out by enterprises 1.1.1.  
The value of the project is: PLN 32,761,042.67
Including co-financing: PLN 21,712,490.32
Project duration: 2016-2019.
O SPÓŁCE
Celon Pharma S.A. jest zintegrowaną firmą farmaceutyczną prowadzącą zaawansowane badania naukowe i wytwarzającą nowoczesne leki. Założona została w 2002 roku przez dr Macieja Wieczorka. Firma Celon Pharma S.A. dysponuje dwoma w pełni wyposażonymi laboratoriami dedykowanymi do badań i rozwoju produktów leczniczych (R&D) zarówno leków generycznych jak i innowacyjnych. Dwa zakłady wytwórcze  Celon Pharma S.A posiadają odpowiednie zezwolenia GMP (Good Manufacturing Practice). Siedziba główna, jak i parki laboratoryjne zlokalizowane są w promieniu 30 km od centrum Warszawy. Obecnie firma liczy ok 250 pracowników. Spółka zatrudnia w obszarze badań i rozwoju 62 naukowców, z których połowa posiada lub jest w trakcie zdobywania tytułów doktorskich.
Dodatkowych informacji udziela:
	Małgorzata Siewierska
602-301-215 
media@celonpharma.com
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