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The applications where subject to a full, two-stage expert assessment and were selected from among a total of 23 submitted projects applying for co-funding from the InnoNeuroPharm programme. 
Maciej Wieczorek, PhD, President of the Board of Celon Pharma S.A.: Sector-specific programmes are very important tools for supporting research and development activity in the entire industry in Poland. The high grade given to the applications we submitted is the result of our entire research team’s hard work. We are now waiting for a technical verification, after which an agreement will be concluded with the National Centre for Research and Development. These are very important innovative projects which will add on our current portfolio. They provide for a pre-clinical validation of drug candidates as well as their clinical development at various phases. We are facing ambitious goals and a period of very intensive work. We are ready for this. 
The sector-specific InnoNeuroPharm programme was created by the National Centre for Research and Development as a tool initiated by and dedicated to entrepreneurs, with active support of the Polish Employers of the Pharmaceutical Industry Association. 
A total of 23 applications for co-funding for the total amount of PLN 213,386,996.40 were submitted for the first edition. After the expert assessment, 13 projects received a positive grade and will be qualified for co-funding.
Celon Pharma S.A. obtained a positive recommendation for co-funding of the following projects:
1. Preclinical and clinical development of innovative TrkB agonist in treatment of nervous system disorders.
The aim of the project is to develop a safe drug administered orally which is free from adverse effects – TrkB agonist in treatment of patients with depression and co-morbid cognitive disorders. The project will be implemented in years 2017-2022. Its total cost is estimated at PLN 34.9 and the recommended value of co-funding in PLN 23.2. 
2. Development of a production platform for biosimilars based on CHO cells and an innovative expression system and preclinical and clinical development of a biosimilar drug based on a Fab fragment.
The aim of the project is designing an innovative production technology based on CHO line cells and an innovative expression system of a biosimilar drug to ranibizumab – Lucentis ® used in treatment of retinal disorders. The project will be implemented in years 2017-2021. Its total cost is estimated at PLN 39.9 and the recommended value of co-funding in PLN 25.6.
3. Preclinical and clinical development of the ubiquitin-proteasome system inhibitor as an innovative drug used in cancer treatment.
The aim of the project is to develop an innovative, effective and safe drug candidate, used in the treatment of selected solid tumours and accompanying tools in the form of a biomarker for effective selection and qualification of patients to therapy with the developed drug. The project will be implemented in years 2017-2020. Its total cost is estimated at PLN 37.6 and the recommended value of co-funding in PLN 25.7.
The final amount of co-funding obtained for individual projects is subject to change and will be specified in the contract, which the company will sign with NCBiR. 



Celon Pharma S.A. received a positive assessment and funding recommendation from the National Centre for Research and Development (NCBiR) for 3 projects of developing innovative medicinal products











